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SUB J : IAEA 20TH GENERAL CONFERENCE: PLENARY - OPENING SESSION - 
SEPTEMBER 21 

REF: STATE 229595 

SUMMARY: SESSION OPENED WITH SHORT SPEECH BY PRESIDENT OF PREVIOUS 
GENERAL CONFERENCE REVIEWING DEVELOPMENTS OVER PAST YEAR. THEN 
REPRESENTATIVE OF HOST COUNTRY WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT 20TH GENERAL 
CONFERENCE. WHEN HE ATTEMPTED NAME OTHER OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF 
GENERAL COMMITTEE, HE ENCOUNTERED OPPOSITION FROM AFRICAN STATES 
WHICH REQUESTED ADDITIONAL AFRICAN REP ON COMMITTEE. PRESIDENT 
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THEREFORE POSTPONED APPOINTMENT OF GENERAL COMMITTEE UNTIL AN 
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AGREEMENT IS REACHED WITH DISSENTERS. HE CONTINUED THE GENERAL 
DEBATE IN PLENARY. SPEAKERS INCLUDED THE DIRECTOR GENERAL. A REP 
OF UN-SYG AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF BRAZIL. END SUMMARY. 

1 . AFTER SHORT REVIEW OF HIGHLIGHTS OF PAST YEAR BY MR. JAN 
FELICKI (POLAND), PRESIDENT OF 19TH GC, THE ARGENTINE REP, MR 
CARLOS CASTRO MADERO, NOMINATED THE BRAZILIAN REP, MR HERVASIO DE 
CARVALHO, AS PRESIDENT OF THE 20TH GC. AFTER SECONDING BY FRG 

AND JAPAN, CARVALHO WAS ELECTED BY ACCLAMATION. 

2. IN ACCEPTANCE SPEECH, CARVALHO NOTED THE DIFFERENCE IN ATTI- 
TUDE TOWARDS THE AGENCY OF RICH AND POOR NATIONS, POINTING OUT 
THAT THE FORMER WERE VERY INTERESTED IN ITS SAFEGUARDS FUNCTION, 
WHEREAS THE LATTER CONSIDERE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE THE MOST 
IMPORTANT FUNCTION. HE CONGRATULATED THE AGENCY ON ITS EFFICIENT 
USE OF SCARCE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE RESOURCES AND EXPRESSED HOPE 
THEY WOULD BE INCREASED. HE NOTED CURRENT PROBLEMS OF PUBLIC 
ACCEPTANCE OF NUCLEAR ENERGY RELATED TO WASTE DISPOSAL, AVAIL- 
ABILITY OF URANIUM, AND DANGER OF TERRORIST DIVERSION. HE ARGUED, 
HOWEVER, THAT MILITARY STOCKPILES OF WEAPONS AND URANIUM ARE MORE 
LIKELY THAN CIVILIAN MATERIALS TO BE SUBJECT TO TERRORIST ATTACK, 
STATING THAT 20 YEARS WILL BE REQUIRED FOR THE CIVILIAN ACCUM- 
ULATION OF NUCLEAR MATERIALS TO REACH THE VOLUME OF THAT NOW 
AVAILABLE FOR MILITARY PURPOSES. HE THOUGHT THAT NUCLEAR ENERGY 
WAS REQUIRED UNQUESTIONABLY TO MEET WORLD ENERGY NEEDS AND HE 
BELIEVED AGENCY SAFEGUARDS, AFTER 20 YEARS OF SUCCESSFUL EXPER- 
IENCE WERE UNQUESTIONABLY EFFECTIVE IN PREVENTING DIVERSION OF 
NUCLEAR MATERIALS. 

3. TURNING TO AGENDA ITEM ONE, THE PRESIDENT NOTED THAT SOME 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES FELT THAT AFRICA SHOULD HAVE ANOTHER SEAT ON 
THE GENERAL COMMITTEE. HE PROPOSED A VOTE, RATHER CONFUSINGLY, ON 
WHETHER THE GENERAL CONFERENCE DESIRED THE IMMEDIATE ELECTION 

OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE WHICH HE WOULD PROPOSE. NIGERIAN REP, 
SUPPORTED BY EGYPT AND PAKISTAN, QUESTIONED THIS PROCEDURE AND 
NOTED DESIRE OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES FOR BETTER REPRESENTATION. 
EGYPTIAN REP, MR. OMAR SIRRY, STATED HE WAS HEAD OF AFRICAN 
GROUP AND HAD NOT BEEN CONSULTED ON COMPOSITION OF GENERAL 
COMMITTEE. IN ACCORD WITH EGYPTIAN AND PAKISTAN SUGGESTION, 
PRESIDENT POSTPONED NAMING GENERAL COMMITTEE UNTIL NEXT DAY. 
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4. DIRECTOR GENERAL EKLUND THEREUPON DELIVERED PRECIS OF HIS 
PUBLISHED STATEMENT, NOTING THAT HE HAD SENT AN EARLY DRAFT OUT 
TO MEMBERS REQUESTING COMMENTS IN ORDER TO GENERAL DISCUSSION OF 
IMPORTANT TOPICS. HE THEREAFTER HAD REVISED HIS DRAFT AND HAD AN 
AMENDED TEXT AVAILABLE FOR DISTRIBUTION. (COPIES BEING SENT 10/ 

SCT). AMENDED TEXT SUBSTANTIALLY INCORPORATED SUGGESTIONS OFFERED 
REFTEL. 
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5. GENERAL THRUST OF EKLUND STATEMENT WAS TO NOTE GROWTH OF 
AGENCY OVER TWENTY YEARS AND TO DESCRIBE PRESENT ACTIVITIES 
INCLUDING: SALZBURG CONFERENCE, INFORMATION EXCHANGE, URANIUM 
PROSPECTING, REGIONAL NUCLEAR FUEL CYCLE CENTERS, SAFETY AND 
ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMS, SAFEGUARDS AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. THE 
DG MADE SEVERAL NOTABLE POINTS, AMONG WHICH WERE: 

(A) CONCERNING THE AGENCY'S LIMITED PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC 
DEBATE ON THE ACCEPTANCE OF NUCLEAR POWER, HE SAID ITS TIME TO 
DEVOTE MORE EFFORT TO FOLLOWING AND UNDERSTANDING ACTIVITIES 
OF THIS TYPE. 

(B) THE AGENCY SHOULD HAVE COMPETENCE IN OTHER UNCONVENTIONAL 
ENERGY FIELDS IN ORDER TO BETTER ADVISE ITS MEMBERS ON ENERGY 
MATTERS AND TO AVOID CREATION OF ADDITIONAL INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS IN RELATED FIELDS. 

(C) MEMBERS SHOULD ACCEPT SAFEGUARDS INSPECTORS WITHOUT REGARD 
TO THEIR NATIONALITY. 

(D) NUCLEAR WEAPONS TESTS SHOULD BE ENDED. 

(E) HE WILL IMPROVE REPORTING ON SAFEGUARDS INSPECTIONS TO THE 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS NEXT YEAR. 

(F) HE EXPRESSED WISH THAT IMPORTING STATES BE REQUIRED TO 
PLACE THEIR ENTIRE NUCLEAR FUEL CYCLE UNDER SAFEGUARDS. 

(G) HE EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE IN THE CAPACITY OF THE AGENCY'S 
SAFEGUARDS PROCEDURES TO APPLY EFFECTIVE SAFEGUARDS "TO ANY NUCLEAR 
PLANT WITH WHICH THE AGENCY IS NOW DEALING OR IS LIKELY TO DEAL 
DURING THE NEXT SEVERAL YEARS." 

(H) CONCERNING WHETHER THE AGENCY'S PROMOTIONAL AND REGULATORY 
FUNCTIONS SHOULD BE SPLIT AS HAS BEEN DONE IN SOME STATES, HE 
STATED THIS WOULD BE A MISTAKE, POINTING OUT THAT THIS COULD 
DECREASE THE INTEREST OF DEVELOPED COUNTRIES IN TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE AND THE INTEREST OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN SAFEGUARDS. 

6. MR. JUSSI MAKINEN (FINLAND) DELIVERED SHORT GREETING FROM UN 
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SECRETARY GENERAL WHICH NOTED NEED FOR DEVELOPING PEACEFUL USES 
OF ATOM, WITH PROPER REGARD FOR NUCLEAR SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION. HE ALSO STRESSED DUAL NATURE OF NUCLEAR ENERGY - 
OFFERING BOTH BENEFITS AND DANGERS. HE EXPRESSED GRATIFICATION AT 
AGENCY'S WORK TO IMPROVE ITS SAFEGUARDS. 

7. VICE PRESIDENT OF BRAZIL, IN SPEECH WELCOMING IAEA MEMBERS, 

NOTED BRAZIL'S INCREASING EFFORTS IN NUCLEAR ENERGY FIELD, WHICH 
HE DESCRIBED AS VITAL TO BRAZILIAN DEVELOPMENT. HE THOUGHT AGENCY 
ASSISTANCE IMPORTANT FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, LIKE BRAZIL, TURNING 
TO NUCLEAR POWER. TWO REQUIREMENTS HE IDENTIFIED FOR BRAZIL'S 
NUCLEAR PROGRAM WERE (A) SPEEDY IMPLEMENTATION AND (B) CONTROL BY 
LOCAL CAPITAL. HE THOUGHT THAT FRG/BRAZIL COOPERATION OPENS 

A NEW RANGE OF COMMON INTERESTS. 
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